Kate Turner, Chair of Governors
Kate Turner. Kate is Chair of Governors and an ex secondary school teacher.
She has three children who all previously attended The Holgate Academy.
Kate works part time for a local marketing company. She is a volunteer for
the local swimming club and her hobbies (when she isn’t at Holgate!) are
attending Rock Choir and the outdoor environment.
Paul Saint, Vice Chair of Governors
Paul is Vice Chair of Governors and previously worked for 37 years within the
police and criminal justice areas and has extensive experience in business
change, development, project management and performance improvement.
He is a firm believer in the not only providing the best academic education
possible for our youngsters, but in providing them with the life skills and
ambition to seek and make the best of the opportunities and challenges that
life offers. He is a resident of Hucknall and a former pupil of Holgate. He has
five children, two of whom previously attended Holgate and one who is still a pupil.
Sue Tongue
Sue Tongue is H&S, GDPR Governor and the Complaints Governor. She recently
retired from a long career with Nottingham City Council which included many
years in senior positions in the City Treasurer's and Development departments
and is a lifelong Hucknall resident. Sue is the treasurer and a trustee of
Nottingham Women’s Aid as well as Treasurer of the Hucknall Flower
Arranging Group and the East Midlands Orchid Society. Her hobbies are flower
arranging, visiting the theatre and reading. Sue is also enjoying the opportunity
to travel since her retirement.
Trevor Clay
Trevor is an ex‐pupil. Now retired from his post as Principal, Chesterfield
College, Trevor lives in Hucknall and is also a Governor at New College
Nottingham. He is the treasurer at Watnall Road Baptist Church and a trustee
of Hucknall and District Voluntary Sector Partnership, helping with the food
bank and furniture project based at Under One Roof on Vine Terrace. As well as
these things he also finds time to play plenty of golf.
Julia Dickens
Julia’s daughter is a student at Holgate and became a governor to become
involved in the school and to use her experience to support the continuing
improvements being made by the Leadership Team. She has worked as a
Primary Teacher within Nottingham City schools for 17 years and has spent
the last two years as a Head of School in Bulwell. Her passion is innovative
teaching and learning to engage students and she understands the potential
social and economic barriers to achievement. In her free time she enjoys
travelling and watching live music.

Deborah Doyle
I have previously been a School Governor at a primary school. Deborah’s son previously attended
Holgate and she has a daughter in Year 8. She believes it to be important as a parent to put the time
and effort into assisting the Academy reach their goals to enable the young people that they teach to
become well rounded individuals who will find a valuable place in the community. As well as helping
her husband with his training business she works for the Safeguarding Team for Notts Healthcare NHS
Foundation Trust. She has been a governor previously at a local Primary school.

Helen Ridley
Helen is a parent with a child in Year 8 and works for Nottinghamshire Police in the
role of Partnerships Officer, predominantly working with young people encouraging
them to have high aspirations and to strive to be the best person they can. She brings
a wealth of experience in volunteering to this role.

Gyongi Klein
Gyongyi Klein is a mother of 2. She moved to Nottingham over 6 years ago. Her
background is in supply chain covering purchasing, financial aspects, project
management, which can be used in this role. She believes she can bring diversity
to the governing board with fresh eyes as her children attended different
schools. She was member of volunteers in a local church community providing
weekly activities and summer camp for children between 3‐14 years old. Her
hobbies are reading, travelling to new places.

Andrea Chiarelli
Andrea Chiarelli is a Senior Consultant working in the field of higher
education and research. He has extensive experience in management
consulting, including stakeholder engagement across a wide range of
communities, and is a Fellow of the Chartered Management Institute.
Andrea studied in Italy, the USA and the UK: he is a firm believer that
education is the ‘great equaliser’ and is an enabler of opportunities for
people from every walk of life. He is committed to ensuring that the
young generations can access the best possible learning experiences
in a safe and mentally stimulating environment. In his free time,
Andrea enjoys travelling, cooking and computer programming.

Heather Widdup, Senior Principal
Heather Widdup joined The Holgate Academy as Senior Principal in
September 2019. Her previous role was as Principal of Retford Oaks
Academy, leading the Academy to GOOD in all areas following its previous
RI judgement. Heather was brought up and went to school in Nottingham so
knows the area well, and she still spends a lot of her spare time at various
sporting venues in and around the city. Heather is looking forward to
working with Academy leaders to ensure that, as a minimum, The Holgate
Academy is returned to its GOOD status in the very near future.

Matt Pennington, Principal
Matt Pennington is the Principal at Holgate Academy. His 20‐year
career in education has been firmly rooted in an empathetic and
pastoral approach with a focus on academic progression for all
abilities. Before moving to Nottinghamshire Matt was a Senior
Leader in Merseyside predominantly focused on raising
standards in Mathematics, a subject that he still believes can
often be the key to raising aspiration and engagement. He moved to Nottinghamshire in 2016
with his wife and two young sons. He is an ex rugby player who hates to admit to supporting
Everton Football Club but now enjoys running, tennis and the occasional round of golf.
Phil Bailey
Phil as a member of the local community and a former pupil of The Holgate School has been
involved with the school for many years in his role providing technical and marketing support.
He has been a governor at Holgate for nine years and enjoys the opportunity to challenge,
support and promote the school to help raise the standards of education of pupils within the
Hucknall community. Phil is Link Governor for careers.

