
Welcome to English
An Introduction



Here you will find out everything you
need to know about English at The 
Holgate Academy
• Meet the team of English teachers

• The equipment you’ll need for your English lessons.

• What English you need to know when you arrive in year 7 and websites to help you.

• What you will learn in year 7 and when.

• A typical homework activity.

• English knowledge organisers.

• How you can prepare.



Meet the 
teachers



Ms Terrey – Head of English

Likes: Dogs, reading, eating and running
Dislikes: Peas, chipped nail varnish and a 
messy classroom

What topic are you looking forward to teaching 
year 7 and why?
I can’t wait to teach Island and Isolation in the 
summer term as we get to study one of my 
favourite plays. Plus we get to take part in 
some drama too!



Miss Firman– Assistant Head of English

Likes: Dogs, Walking, Guinea Pigs, Stationery, 
Sunshine and BBQs.
Dislikes: Ironing, Cauliflower and Littering

What topic are you looking forward to teaching 
year 7 and why?
I love teaching Creative writing skills and sharing 
creative ideas. I will look forward to teaching how 
to write diary entries and monologues.



Mrs Colman – English Teacher

Likes: Dogs (especially Cocker Spaniels), 
walking, the beach, reading and watching a good 
box set.
Dislikes: The rain, celery and olives.

What topic are you looking forward to teaching 
year 7 and why?
I’m really looking forward to teaching you our 
very first novel as it includes lots of topics for us 
to discuss and I can’t wait to hear your thoughts 
and opinions. 



Mrs Grundy – English Teacher, Lead teacher for KS5 
English

Likes: Swimming, chocolate and talking to people
Dislikes: Queuing, olives and mis-used 
apostrophes

What topic are you looking forward to teaching 
year 7 and why?
Next year I am really looking forward to studying 
the book ‘Noughts and Crosses’ with Year 7, as it 
raises issues of racism and injustice, which I think 
are very important for us to think about at the 
moment.



Mr Morgan – English Teacher

Likes: Music, film and writing.
Dislikes: Camping, rain and football.

What topic are you looking forward to teaching 
year 7 and why?
I’ve always enjoyed Shakespeare since I was at 
school so I look forward to teaching The Tempest.



Miss Hedworth– English Teacher

Likes: Tea, baking, stationary, Disney films
Dislikes: Spicy food, coffee, running!

What topic are you looking forward to teaching 
year 7 and why?
I am most looking forward to teaching the 
Childhood unit at Year 7 as we get to look at 
extracts from some of my favourite authors –
Charles Dickens and JK Rowling!



Mrs Pallett– English Teacher

Likes: Baking, Spending time with my children, 
Crime Dramas and retro styling.
Dislikes: Flying, mussels and when people use 
outdoor voices inside.

What topic are you looking forward to teaching 
year 7 and why?
The Victorian Era was most fascinating so I really 
enjoy teaching Oliver Twist.  It never ceases to 
amaze me the appeal the text still has on a 
modern audience!



Mrs Abbott– English Teacher

Likes: Exploring new places with my family, 
baking and sunny days. 
Dislikes: Running, litter and baked beans.

What topic are you looking forward to teaching 
year 7 and why?
I really enjoy teaching creative writing - it gives 
me the chance to see your writing skills while 
helping to develop them. I love to read lots of 
exciting and interesting ideas.



Ms Sanford– English Teacher

Likes: dogs, reading, tea, music (making it & live 
music), creativity and mountains.
Dislikes: litter, coffee and desiccated coconut.

What topic are you looking forward to teaching 
year 7 and why?
I’m looking forward to ‘The Tempest’. I enjoy 
teaching Shakespeare and exploring how issues 
at his time are still relevant to the world we live in 
and continue to influence the themes in modern 
texts.



Miss Howard – English Teacher

Likes: All things Disney, a new notebook, 
Formula 1 and Football. 
Dislikes: Messy books, Manchester City and fish.

What topic are you most looking forward to 
teaching Year 7 and why?
Shakespeare! Although he may seem old and 
boring, the language that he uses can be really 
interesting! Oh, and acting out parts of his plays 
always leads to laughter!



Mr Kelly– English Teacher

Likes: playing the drums, horror and science 
fiction films, and Dr Martens.
Dislikes: American TV, over-paid footballers and 
all Marvel films!

What topic are you looking forward to teaching 
year 7 and why?
I really enjoy teaching narrative and descriptive 
writing as it allows us to explore some excellent 
horror stories and then use our imaginations to 
help us create our own.



Mr Rea– English Teacher

Likes: Border Terriers, Reading, PC gaming and 
cinema
Dislikes: Socks with sandals, litter, Sunday 
evenings

What topic are you looking forward to teaching 
year 7 and why? 
Creative Writing because I love suspenseful 
stories. Be prepared to hear some, tell some, 
read some and write some!



Mr Lees– English Teacher

Likes: playing rugby, reading, poetry, military 
history.
Dislikes: bad manners, football and waste.

What topic are you looking forward to teaching 
year 7 and why?
Poetry, because we all have some inside us.



Ms Peach - Librarian

Likes: I enjoy reading, cake and sunny days.
Dislikes: asparagus, cold weather and traffic 
queues.

I'm looking forward to hearing about the 
interesting things that you have all been reading



Equipment 
you will need 
for your 
English 
lessons





What should 
you know
before you 
come to
Holgate in 
September?



These are all important English 
skills you will need for September.

Can you tick any of these off? How 
many?

Use the websites if you’re not sure 
or need a
little recap.



What will you 
learn and 
when



These are the topics you will cover in year 7 with the texts you will mainly focus on. 

For each topic, you will also explore other non-fiction and fiction texts and do lots of

creative writing tasks!

 Topic 
Half term 1 & 2 Childhood 

‘Oliver Twist’ by Charles Dickens 

Half term 3 & 4 Identity 
‘Noughts and Crosses’ by Malorie Blackman 

Half term 5 &6 Islands and Isolation 
‘The Tempest’ by William Shakespeare 

 



English 
knowledge 
organisers



Each term you will be 
given a new knowledge 
organiser and the topic 
we are studying.

This covers all the skills 
and information needed 
for this term.

You will be given a little 
section of this to learn 
each week as part of 
your homework.



Library
lessons



Here at Holgate, we are incredibly 
lucky
as in Year 7 and Year 8 you will have 
one
library lesson timetabled a week.

In these lessons, you will be given the 
opportunity to choose books from our 
library (or bring your own from home!) 
and read in a calm, relaxed setting.

You will also get to complete short 
reading tasks and online quizzes!



What can 
you do to 
prepare?
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